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“Youth Rising” (2015) 
by Farai Caldwell 

My daddy taught me when I was real young  
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1  to tase – to give a person a small electric shock to make them unable to move for a 

short time 
2 Freddie Gray – (1989-2015) African American who died after being arrested and 

severely beaten by the Baltimore Police Department over possessing a knife 
3 Black-ish – US American sitcom television series following an upper-middle-class 

African-American family, airing since 2014 
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 so I told 

him we’d talk at school the next day. […] 

 

Farai Caldwell, “Youth Rising”, in: Farai Caldwell (ed.), Black Lives Matter: A Collection 
of Short Stories, Farai Art LLC, New Orleans 2015, pp. 1-5; 800 words 
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went to bad schools; and we’re always in after-school activities because she says 
they’re positive distractions.” (ll. 32-36) 
well-protected family life vs. neighbourhood in uproar 
detailed description of the idyllic family situation to show how Trent’s mother still 
successfully shields her children from the world outside: “I remember when I 
first found out about Freddie. I was sitting on the couch with my mother and sis-
ter. My sister was complaining to her about how tight she was braiding her hair. I 
was doing homework and the show Black-ish was playing on the TV.” (ll. 13-15); 
“I also can’t hang out in the neighbourhood much, like my friends” (l. 36) 

 

Keith’s use of repetition and exclamation shows the force with which Trent 
suddenly has to face what is going on in his neighbourhood: “‘They killed 
Freddie. They killed Freddie!’ he shouted.” (l. 27)  

 

use of personal pronouns ‘I’, ‘me’, ‘we’ and ‘us’ to highlight how emotionally 
distressing the killing of a stranger is for Trent since he starts realising it could 
have been him or one of his friends: “I didn’t really know Freddie but he died in 
my hood, so it’s hitting me kind of hard. I feel like Freddie could have been me 
or another one of my friends because we black, too. Seems like that’s the only 
excuse the police need to kill us these days.” (ll. 9-12) 

 

nonviolent vs. violent resistance 
use of present tense and conditional to show the helplessness Trent feels not 
having the chance to discuss the issue with his parents: “It’s 2015, I’m seven-
teen, and I wish I could talk to him because I don’t know what to do” (ll. 7-8); “I 
could’ve bet 100 dollars that she was going to make my sister go to her room. 
She’s always trying to hide something from us.” (ll. 31-32) 

 

Keith’s use of personal pronouns and future tense cause Trent to feel the 
imminent danger for all African Americans: “it could happen to anyone of us 
‘cause we black. One guy said it’s time for us to fight back or else it’s just gonna 
keep happening.” (ll. 44-46); “I was a little scared to speak because he said we 
all could get killed.” (ll. 54-55) 

 

Mrs Johnson’s lecturing question and firm statements to make Keith (and Trent) 
realise that violence is not the answer: “Now, Keith, is that what Martin Luther 
King would have wanted? I don’t think violence is the answer. It’s just going to 
cause more violence. There are other ways to respond to injustice.” (ll. 49-51) 

 

use of generalisations to show Trent’s annoyance with MLK’s teachings and the 
passiveness of his mother’s generation: “She’s always talking about Martin 
Luther King, and I don’t really agree with her. She’s from a different generation. 
I feel like they’re more passive than us.” (ll. 52-53); “Old people always talking 
that Martin stuff” (l. 59) 

 

Trent’s realisation that he and Keith need to decide about taking action: “What 
you want to do about it?” (l. 59); “Keith […] gave me a look that let me know he 
was feeling the same way I was […] so I told him we’d talk at school the next 
day.” (ll. 60-62) 

 

... 
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“Signing of an Executive Order1 on Racial Equity” 

by Joe Biden 

Good afternoon, folks.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 30 

                                       
1 executive order – official instruction by the US President 
2 George Floyd – (1973-2020) African American murdered by a police officer in 
Minneapolis during an arrest 
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federal government 
is going to be part of that effort.  

Thank you. 

 

www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/01/26/remarks-by-
president-biden-at-signing-of-an-executive-order-on-racial-equity/; 783 words 
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32), “We’re all God’s children; we should treat each other as we would like to be 
treated ourselves.” (ll. 26-27) 
explicit reference to the many groups in society expecting change: “today’s 
generation of young Americans” (ll. 16-17), “Across nearly every faith” (l. 26); 
enumeration “the vast majority of Americans – Democrats, Republicans, and 
independents” (ll. 28-29) 

 

urgent need for change 
adjectives and quantifiers to point out prevailing shortcomings that need to be 
addressed: “face deep racial inequities in America and systemic racism” (l. 3), 
“huge gap in economic inequity” (l. 19), “never fully lived up to” (l. 31) 

 

parallelism and enumeration to show that witnessing Floyd’s death has evoked 
change in society: “but because the ground has shifted, because it’s changed 
minds and mindsets, because it laid the groundwork for progress” (ll. 14-15) 

 

time references and repetitions to show that the US need to seize the moment: 
“the moment had arrived” (l. 2), “it marked a turning point” (l. 8), “It’s time to 
act because that’s what the faith and morality call us to do. […] And this is the 
time to act” (ll. 24-27), “it’s time to act now” (l. 33) 

 

use of high numbers and climax to stress that the long-overdue change has 
finally been acknowledged in the US and worldwide: “millions of Americans and 
millions of people around – all over the world” (l. 6), “tens of millions of 
Americans” (ll. 7-8) 

 

enumeration of different groups to show that American values and democracy 
are in danger and to create a sense of urgency to act now: “group of thugs, 
insurrectionists, political extremists, and white supremacists violently attack the 
Capitol of our democracy. And so now – now is the time to act.” (ll. 22-24) 

 

metaphor, personification and alliterations to visualise the cruelty and suffering 
caused by inequality and racial division: “systemic racism that has plagued our 
nation for far, far too long” (ll. 3-4), “knee on the neck of justice” (ll. 6-7) 

 

benefits of change 
conditional clauses and parallelism/ anaphora to visualise a better future based 
on change: “Just imagine if instead of consigning millions of American children to 
under-resourced schools we gave each and every three- and four-year-old child a 
chance to learn” (ll. 35-36); “Just imagine if instead of denying millions of 
Americans the ability to own a home and build generational wealth, we made it 
possible for them to buy a home” (ll. 42-43)  

 

rhetorical questions combined with epiphora to emphasize the positive effects of 
equality on all of US society: “does anyone in this whole nation think we’re not 
all better off if that were to happen?” (ll. 40-41), “does anyone doubt that the 
whole nation will be better off?” (l. 45), “Just imagine: Instead of denying 
millions of young entrepreneurs the ability to access capital, we made it possible 
to take their dream to market, create jobs, reinvest in their own communities. 
Does anyone doubt this whole nation wouldn’t be better off?” (ll. 46-48) 

 

… 
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Reborn (Excerpt) 

by F. Paul Wilson 

Introductory Note 

Unexpectedly, Jim Stevens becomes heir of the recently deceased genetic scientist 
Doctor Hanley. Through the doctor’s confidential journals, Jim finds out that he is the 
doctor’s clone and keeps it a secret, not even telling his wife Carol. 

[…] He squinted in the bright morning sun pouring through the window.  
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1 fait accompli – French phrase commonly used to describe an action which is completed 

before those affected by it are in a position to object to it 
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 I need to sort this out. I need to take a walk.” […] 

 

F. Paul Wilson, Reborn, Borderlands Press, New York 1990, pp. 190-192; 792 words 
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detailed description of Carol’s calm attitude and affection from Jim’s perspective 
underlines his surprise with her behaviour: “She put down her coffee cup and 
slipped her arms around his neck.” (l. 15); “I love you, Jim.” (l. 17) 

 

use of question to show Jim’s irritation at Carol’s offhand way of speaking about 
the shocking news: “’Known what? That you were cloned from Hanley?’ […] How 
could she be so calm?” (ll. 25-27) 

 

feeling of despair because of being a clone 
use of exclamations (in italics) and anaphora in his inner monologue to show his 
shock and devastation that she has already found out his secret and knows him 
to be a clone: “Then it struck him: She must have taken the journals! She must 
have read them! No!” (ll. 11-12), “Jim felt as if the floor were giving way 
beneath him.” (l. 22) 

 

use of the personal pronoun ‘I’, intensifiers and repetition in Jim’s direct speech 
to show his desperate protestations of innocence: “Oh, I’m so sorry, Carol. I 
didn’t know, really I didn’t. I never would have married you if I’d known.” (ll. 23-
24); “Yes! I swear I didn’t know!” (l. 28) 

 

repetition of Carol’s question, use of elliptic sentence structure and contradiction 
to show his increasing despair despite Carol’s repeated attempts to appease his 
mind: “’What difference does it make, Jim?’ ‘What difference? How can you say 
that? I’m a freak! A scientific experiment.’” (ll. 29-30); anaphora and 
intensification “’No, you’re not. You’re Jim Stevens. The man I married. The man 
I love.’ ‘No, I’m a piece of Roderick Hanley!’” (ll. 31-32) 

 

Jim’s use of negatively connoted words and simile/ metaphor in his self-
attributions contradicts Carol’s euphemistic word choice and thus emphasises his 
horror and devastation: “’You’re Jim Stevens – Hanley’s twin.’ ‘I wish! […] I’m 
more like a tumor. That’s what I am – a fucking tumor!’” (ll. 33-34) 

 

Jim’s questions in his inner monologue show that despite his repeated confir-
mations of believing Carol, he still doubts that everything will be all right: “‘I 
know Carol. I know.’ But what did he really know? What could he be sure of 
now?” (l. 72) 

 

anger with Carol because of her having destroyed the journals 
use of comparative, elliptic sentence structure and exclamations to emphasise 
his growing fury: “Suddenly he was angry. More than angry. He was enraged. 
‘You had no right! No goddamn right! Those journals were mine!’” (ll. 48-49) 

 

Jim’s outburst / reproachful question shows that Carol’s careless attitude in-
creases his rage: “She was so cool, so composed, so utterly remorseless. Her 
attitude of fait accompli infuriated him. ‘How could you?’” (ll. 52-54) 

 

use of metaphor/ personification and intensification to emphasize that Carol’s 
domineering attitude and justifications cannot fully ease his anger: “The cool 
logic of her words was worming its way past his anger, damping it but not 
dousing it. After all, they had been his journals. His legacy.” (ll. 62-63) 

 

repetition of the word ‘okay’ to show Jim’s attempts to control his ongoing 
agitation: “’Okay,’ he said. ‘They’re gone. Okay … okay …’.” (l. 64) 

 

... 
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“DNA Ancestry Tests May Look Cheap. But Your Data Is The Price” 
by Adam Rutherford 

Do customers realise that genetic genealogy companies like 23andMe profit by 
amassing huge biological datasets? 

In 1884, at the International Health Exhibition in South Kensington,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

                                       
1 Francis Galton – Sir Francis Galton (1822-1911), English scientist 
2 Messrs Tisley & Co – name of a company in London 
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 but you wield it like a kid 

that’s found his dad’s gun.” 

www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/aug/10/dna-ancestry-tests-cheap-data-
price-companies-23andme; 951 words 

                                       
3 Jurassic Park – title of a movie released in 1993 
4 m – (abbr.) million 











Ministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Kultur Schriftliche Abiturprüfung 
Schleswig-Holstein   2022 

Kernfach Englisch 
Thema: Science (Fiction) & Technology: Blessing or Curse? 

 

E2022_H4_EWH - nur für Lehrkräfte -  Seite 4 von 8 

personal implications 
use of colloquial derogatory expressions and repetition to criticise the consumers’ 
unreflected curiosity and behaviour: “punters” (l. 3), “punters have parted with 
their cash and a vial of saliva” (ll. 13-14), “nosing for clues about their ancestry” 
(l. 19), “tinkering with some fun ancestry trinkets” (l. 41) 

 

enumeration and irony to stress the low quantity and quality of the (medical) in-
sight for the individual: “23andMe also offers health-related information, on traits 
such as eye colour, predisposition to a handful of diseases, and the tendency to 
puke when drinking alcohol.” (ll. 20-21), “if you really want to spend your cash 
to discover that you are descended from Vikings (spoiler: if you have European 
ancestry, you are) or you have blue eyes (try a mirror), go ahead.” (ll. 59-61) 

 

economic implications 
rhetorical question to make readers aware of the profit-orientation of genealogy 
companies right at the beginning of the article: “Do customers realise that genetic 
genealogy companies like 23andMe profit […]?” (l. 1) 

 

repetition of the superlative ‘biggest’ to highlight the dimensions of data-
collection and profit: “the biggest of these companies” (l. 18), “the biggest 
biological dataset” (l. 23), “the biggest commercial venture of its sort” (ll. 28-29) 

 

use of metaphors and personification to emphasize the huge potential for com-
panies and to visualise their power: “a treasure trove of biological data” (l. 15), 
“an industry has sprung up” (ll. 15-16), “pharmaceutical mammoth” (l. 25) 

 

legal implications 
use of adjectives and questions to make readers consider the dangers of data 
misuse and of an insufficient regulatory framework: “This is all unknown terri-
tory, and warrants serious thought by regulators as well as by the customers.” 
(ll. 30-31), “can genome data held by private companies be stolen, or de-
anonymised?” (ll. 45-46), “Can information […] be subpoenaed?” (l. 51) 

 

example of the process of identifying a murderer with the help of an open-access 
genealogy website to show both the potential for the common good as well as its 
ethical problems: “The prolific American murderer and rapist […] was identified” 
(ll. 52-53), metaphor “the methods represent an ethical minefield.” (l. 58) 

 

enumeration to stress the full scope of possible legal issues deriving from col-
lecting biological data: “privacy, data breaches, security, anonymisation” (l. 45) 

 

scientific implications 
use of adjectives and expressions indicating vagueness to show that some im-
portant medical benefits are to be expected but only as an appreciated random 
product: “I’ve little doubt that interesting science will emerge from this, and new 
drugs may well be developed to treat awful diseases.” (ll. 34-35) 

 

example of a film to illustrate the potential of scientific progress getting uninten-
tionally out of hand in reality: “the fictional potential of DNA was revealed to the 
world in Jurassic Park” (ll. 63-64), “In reality, the wonders of modern genetics 
continue to transform science and society in unpredictable ways.” (ll. 66-67) 

 

… 












