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 zu leben und zu arbeiten. 

Andrea Döring, „Mit Stock und Hut auf Wanderschaft gehen.“, in: Frankfurter 
Rundschau, 29. Mai 2018; 638 Wörter 
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Americanah (excerpt) 
by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

Introductory Note  

In the novel Americanah, the female protagonist Ifemelu leaves military-ruled Nigeria 
to study at Princeton1 in New Jersey. 

[…] In her honours history seminar2, Professor Moore,  
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1 Princeton – elite college in the USA  
2 honours seminar – advanced level course 
3 Roots – TV series from 1977 about the life of slaves in America  
4 Obinze – Ifemelu’s friend and first love from Nigeria 
5 Nsukka – city in Nigeria  
6 Kunta Kinte – character in Roots 
7 a firm, female voice – the character’s name is Wambui 
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which history can be sacrificed for entertainment.” […] 55 

 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Americanah, HarperCollins Publishers, London 2013, pp. 
136-138; 729 words 

                                       
8 Faulkner – William Faulkner (1897-1962), American writer 
9 Light in August – novel set in the American South at the time of the Jim Crow laws 
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depiction of the professor’s role in the discussion 
narrator’s use of negatively connoted adjectives to describe the professor’s 
weakness: “tiny, tentative woman with the emotionally malnourished look of 
someone who did not have friends” (ll. 1-2), “small voice” (l. 54) 

 

narrator’s choice of words underlines her fear and thus inability to lead the hea-
ted discussion: “looking around, as though for help” (l. 26), personification/ alli-
teration “a vague terror was freezing her features into a smirk-smile” (ll. 40-41)  

 

presentation of the conflict between the US citizens and Wambui 
narrator’s use of personification and simile to underline the rising tension in the 
seminar and the attitude of resignation and exasperation towards the topic: “And 
a collective sigh, like a small wind, swept through the class.” (l. 17) 

 

white student’s patronizing remark to show unquestioned acceptance of 
established norms: “’Thing is, each time you say it, the word hurts African 
Americans,’ a pale, shaggy-haired boy in front said.” (ll. 30-31)  

 

white student’s description of interjection and agitated reaction illustrates the 
escalating conflict: alliteration “A girl next to her, face flushing bright red, burst 
out. ‘No! The word is the same for whoever says it.’ (ll. 35-36)  

 

narrator’s use of metaphor to emphasise the dumbstruck reaction of the seminar 
and peak of tension after the accusation that Africans share the responsibility for 
slavery: “The classroom was wrapped in silence” (l. 50) 

 

the gravelly voice’s (African-American student’s) use of the modal verb “shall” in 
the sharp exclamation to stress the burden of the past: “’Well, it’s because of 
the pain that word has caused that you shouldn't use it!” (ll. 27-28) 

 

the gravelly voice’s use of generalising pronouns in a conditional sentence to 
accuse the two Africans, Wambui and indirectly Ifemelu, of being responsible for 
slavery and thereby distancing herself from them: “Well, if you all hadn’t sold 
us, we wouldn’t be talking about any of this.” (l. 48) 

 

presentation of Wambui’s role in the discussion 
Wambui’s immediate straight-to-the-point question disrupts the professor’s 
intention: “‘Let’s talk about historical representation in film,’ Professor Moore 
said. […] ‘Why was ‘nigger’ bleeped out?’” (ll. 14-16) 

 

Wambui’s use of negations and negatively connoted words in her judgemental 
and harsh reactions to other people’s opinions: “It makes no sense to me” (l. 
21), “That is nonsense.” (l. 37), “But it’s like being in denial.” (l. 46)  

 

narrator’s repeated use of powerful adjectives in her description of Wambui’s 
voice to highlight the power of her statements and her leading role in the 
discussion: “firm” (l. 15, l. 21, l. 47), ellipsis “A voice unafraid.” (l. 37)  

 

Wambui’s deliberate use of the word ‘nigger’ instead of the ‘N-word’ (l. 19) and 
the staccato style of her statements provoke the seminar: “I mean, ‘nigger’ is a 
word that exists. People use it. It is part of America.” (l. 24) 

 

… 
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“Remarks by the First Lady at Tuskegee University1 Commencement 
Address” 

by Michelle Obama 

Introductory Note 

The excerpt is taken from Michelle Obama’s speech at a graduation ceremony of mostly 
African-American graduates, their friends and relatives on 9th May 2015. 

[…] So, graduates, that’s what I want  
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1 Tuskegee University – university in Alabama, USA, traditionally attended by African-

American students 
2 Ralph Ellison – (1914-1994) African-American author; his novel The Invisible Man 

criticises twentieth-century society ignoring African Americans because of their race 
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Love you all. Very 
proud. Thank you. 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/05/09/remarks-first-
lady-tuskegee-university-commencement-address (accessed 28 November 2020); 785 
words 

                                       
3 Baltimore and Ferguson – sites of fatal police shootings of African Americans in 2014 

and 2015, followed by civil protests 
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presentation of the current problems and challenges in society 
enumeration of incidents of everyday racism to evoke a sense of shared 
experience: “the folks who crossed the street in fear of their safety; the clerks 
who kept a close eye on us in all those department stores; the people at formal 
events who assumed we were the ‘help’ – and those who have questioned our 
intelligence, our honesty, even our love of this country” (ll. 17-21) 

 

allusions to racism and discrimination to express subtle criticism: personification 
“those age-old problems are stubborn and they haven’t fully gone away” (ll. 8-
9); “assumptions” (l. 15); “limited notion of the world” (ll. 15-16); “experience” 
(l. 16); metaphor “the sting of those daily slights” (l. 17); “little indignities” (l. 
22), “structural challenges” (ll. 26-27), “Baltimore and Ferguson” (l. 28), 
“challenges of today” (l. 40), metonymy “the noise and the pressures” (l. 49)  

 

general and vague expressions to avoid blaming white people: “The world” (l. 9); 
“They” (l. 10, l. 14); “the folks” (l. 17), “the clerks” (l. 18), “the people at formal 
events” (l. 19), “those” (l. 20) 

 

reassurance and call for action 
direct address and questions to make the graduates aware of their active roles in 
shaping their own future and society: “So, graduates, that’s what I want for all of 
you. I want you all to stay true to the most real, most sincere, most authentic 
parts of yourselves. I want you to ask those basic questions: Who do you want to 
be? What inspires you? How do you want to give back?” (ll. 1-4) 

 

inclusive pronouns ‘we’ and ‘us’ to remind graduates of their shared experience 
and achievements: “our history provides us with a better story, a better blueprint 
for how we can win” (ll. 33-34) 

 

positively connoted verbs to stress the positive outcome of active involvement: 
“we can win” (l. 34, l. 36, l. 37), “we pull ourselves out” (l. 34), “we can build 
ourselves and our communities up” (l. 36), “we can overcome” (l. 37); “succeed” 
(l. 43) 

 

repetition of “we can” (l. 34, ll. 36-37) and “together” (l. 36, l. 37) to emphasise 
the necessity of acting in unison 

 

enumeration of sources of empowerment to highlight the graduates’ potential: 
“You’ve got the knowledge and the skills honed here on this hallowed campus. 
You’ve got families up in the stands […]. And most of all, you’ve got yourselves” 
(ll. 45-47) 

 

conditional clauses and reference to Christian values to strengthen the 
graduates’ confidence: “if you rise above the noise and the pressures that 
surround you, if you stay true to who you are and where you come from, if you 
have faith in God’s plan for you, then you will keep fulfilling your duty to people 
all across this country” (ll. 49-51); “God bless you, graduates.” (l. 52) 

 

... 









Ministerium für Bildung, Wissenschaft und Kultur Schriftliche Abiturprüfung 
Schleswig-Holstein   2021 

Kernfach Englisch 

Thema: Science (Fiction) & Technology: Blessing or Curse? 
 

E2021_H3_S   Seite 2 von 3 

Beggars in Spain (excerpt) 
by Nancy Kress 

Introductory Note 

The excerpt from Nancy Kress’s novel Beggars in Spain takes place in the USA in a 
future in which genetic engineering of humans has become a reality.  

They sat stiffly on his antique Eames1 chairs,  
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

                                       
1 Eames – Charles Eames (1907-1978), designer of furniture 
2 cross-border data-atoll investment – international data trading 
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 That’s only good 65 
business.” […] 

 Nancy Kress, Beggars in Spain, Phoenix Pick, Rockville, 1991, pp. 5-9; 795 words 
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Camden said, ‘that’s obvious. Now: intelligence. High intelligence. And a sense of 
daring.’” (ll. 26-27), “’Just testing,’ Camden said” (l. 30) 
Ong’s choice of words and his repeated metaphorical description of Camden’s 
head underlines awareness of Mr. Camden’s power: a man in his late middle age 
“whose bullet-shaped head did not match his careful haircut” (ll. 15-16), “A 
caricature of the bullet-shaped head had been the leading graphic of yesterday’s 
on-line edition of the Wall Street Journal: Camden had led a major coup” (ll. 17-
19) 

 

friction 
Ong’s use of adverbs of probability shows that Ong senses Camden’s lack of 
sincerity: “’Just testing,’ Camden said, with a smile that Ong thought was 
probably supposed to be light-hearted.” (ll. 30-31) 

 

Camden’s deliberate delay of his ultimate demand and the pretended casualness 
of the utterance increase the tension and reveal his real agenda and strategic 
behaviour: “Neither client spoke. […] Ong waited. Tension prickled in the room 
like heat. ‘And,’ Camden said, ‘no need to sleep.’” (ll. 36-40) 

 

Ong’s repeated attempts to control his emotions highlight his agitation in 
response to Mr. Camden’s provocative behaviour: “Ong picked a paper magnet 
off his desk. He made his voice pleasant. ‘May I ask how you learned whether 
that genetic-modification program exists?’ Camden grinned. ‘You’re not denying 
it exists. I give you full credit for that, Doctor.’ Ong held onto his temper. ‘May I 
ask how you learned whether the program exists?’” (ll. 42-45) 

 

Ong’s repeated questions show his deliberate demonstration of politeness to shift 
the focus of the conversation and to find out about the theft: “‘May I ask how 
you learned whether that genetic-modification program exists?’ […] ‘May I ask 
how you learned whether the program exists?’” (ll. 42-45) 

 

open conflict 
Camden’s statement and behaviour suggest his intention to intimidate Ong: 
“’Don’t bother hunting down the security leak in your data banks, Doctor. You 
won’t find it.' […] He leaned suddenly forward. His tone changed.” (ll. 47-49) 

 

Ong’s intonation and completion of his sentence after Camden’s interruption 
show his refusal to submit to Camden’s misuse of power and his determination to 
end the conversation: “’Neither the theft of our data – ’ ‘Which wasn’t a theft – 
your system developed a spontaneous bubble regurgitation into a public gate, 
have a hell of a time proving otherwise –’ ‘– nor the offer to purchase this 
particular genetic modification lies in my sole area of authority.’” (ll. 55-60) 

 

Ong’s 3rd person limited perspective reveals the failure of his final attempt to 
gain power: “Ong stood. […] Camden, still seated, looked at him. It occurred to 
Ong that there were few men who could look so confident eighteen inches below 
eye level.” (ll. 55-64) 

 

Ong’s one-word question in reply to Mr. Camden’s boldness shows his surprise: 
“’By all means, by all means. When can I talk to them, too?’ ‘You?’” (ll. 61-62) 

 

… 
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“Researchers Embrace a Radical Idea:  
Engineering Coral to Cope with Climate Change” 

by Warren Cornwall 

The National Sea Simulator in Townsville, Australia – The  
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 Today, the planet is on course to crack 3°C by 2100. […] 

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2019/03/researchers-embrace-radical-idea-
engineering-coral-cope-climate-change (accessed 28 November 2020); 723 words 
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example of the Great Barrier Reef to relate the scientific topic to general know-
ledge and the use of superlative to show the extent of the destruction: 
“Australia’s Great Barrier Reef – the world’s largest – has been battered by a 
string of marine heat waves that have killed half its coral.” (ll. 15-16) 

 

presentation of the scientists’ research as innovative 
catchy title to underline the scientists’ dedication and the innovative way of 
fighting climate change: alliteration “Researchers Embrace a Radical Idea: 
Engineering Coral to Cope with Climate Change” (title) 

 

use of positively connoted words to show the uniqueness of the project: “leading 
advocate” (l. 17), “global magnet” (l. 20), “major attraction” (l. 21) 

 

imperative and direct address to praise the researchers’ groundbreaking work: 
“Imagine ecologists cultivating whole new breeds of trees to restock a devastated 
wilderness.” (ll. 26-27) 

 

contrast of old and new underscores the broad range of combined techniques: 
“Van Oppen and others are re-engineering corals with techniques as old as the 
domestication of plants and as new as the latest gene-editing tools.” (ll. 31-32) 

 

comparison of the scientists’ mindset to the unconventional innovators of US 
computer industry to highlight their revolutionary approach: “And the 
researchers are adopting attitudes more common to free-wheeling Silicon Valley 
startups than the methodical world of conservation science.” (ll. 32-34) 

 

presentation of the scientists’ research as challenging 
use of oxymoron and alliteration / sports simile to show her professional way of 
handling the complex situation: “Amid the controlled chaos, coral geneticist, 
Madeleine van Oppen stands like a coach directing her team.” (ll. 5-6) 

 

conditional form to show that in science the outcome is not clear: “the work 
could help shape the future of some of the world’s richest underwater places. But 
[…] such interventions could bring new problems.” (ll. 27-30) 

 

comparison of the scientists’ commitment to computer scientists to show that 
only trial and error and the ability to work under pressure can lead to success: 
“Just as tech entrepreneurs are urged to ‘fail fast, fail often,’ scientists are 
pushing to quickly test ideas and ditch the least promising ones in the hunt for 
results” (ll. 34-36); “The feeling is electric, caffeinated, like the start of an all-
night marathon for computer hackers.” (ll. 43-44) 

 

enumeration of the complex tasks to explain the method: “The spawning will set 
off a frenzy of scooping, mixing, and testing” (ll. 41-42) 

 

use of numbers and precise time periods to underline urgency and lack of time: 
“entire research projects hinge on what transpires over the next 10 hours. Coral 
spawn only once per year […]. On this night, 5 days after a full moon” (ll. 37-
39); “The eggs will die within hours if not fertilized by sperm, and this chance 
won't come again for another 12 months.” (ll. 42-43) 

 

... 
 








