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 Kommunen haben schon Interesse am Aufbau eines ähnlichen Lieferdienstes 
bekundet. […] 

Astrid Ludwig, „Der Spargel kommt per Lastenrad“, in: Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, 
24. September 2021; 645 Wörter 

                                       
2 Hiwi – studentische und wissenschaftliche Hilfskraft 
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request: “‘Charlie.’ The fat man turned to the little man. ‘Yeah, Sam.’ ‘He says he 
come to register.’ ‘Sam, are you sure?’ ‘Pretty sure, Charlie.’” (ll. 12-16) 
manner of the qualification process 
enumeration of the many documents Will has to present to be able to register to 
emphasise his relief to fulfil the registration requirements: “Discharge, High 
School Diploma, Birth Certificate, Social Security Card, and some other papers.’ 
Will had them all. He felt good when he handed them to Sam.” (ll. 17-19) 

 

Sam’s use of incorrect grammar and his racist address of Will in his short and 
elliptic questions show Sam’s disrespect and his intention to put pressure on Will 
and to rope him into missteps: “You belong to any organization?” (l. 20), “‘Boy, 
Sam said. ‘You born in this town?’” (l. 24), “You happy here?” (l. 26), “You 
believe in what them folks do in New York?” (l. 41), “You a Communist?” (l. 46) 

 

Will’s repeated use of ‘sir’ and short answers emphasise his obedience and 
eagerness to comply with the unwritten rules how African Americans have to 
behave not to cause offense and not to get in trouble: “No, sir.” (l. 21, l. 29, 
l. 33, l. 45, l. 47), “Yes, sir.” (l. 23, l. 27, l. 31, l. 38, l. 53), “New York.” (l. 35) 

 

Sam’s repeated interjections, questioning and use of imperative reveal his 
prejudice that African Americans cannot read: “’Hah,’ Sam said, and looked over 
at Charlie’s bowed head. ‘Hah,’ he said again, and turned back to Will. ‘Boy, you 
pretty sure you can read?’” (ll. 50-52), “All right. All right. We’ll see about that.” 
(l. 54), “Read that loud” (l. 56) 

 

Sam’s interruption of Will’s reading and the repetition of the same question show 
that he does not apply the principles of the Declaration of Independence to 
African Americans and thus denies them their rights: anaphora “‘Wait a minute, 
boy,’ Sam said. ‘Wait a minute. You believe that? You believe that about ‘created 
equal’?’ ‘You really believe that?’” (ll. 59-62) 

 

Will’s thoughts revealed in the narrator’s comments show that Will is aware of 
being trapped: “‘Yes, sir,’ Will said, knowing that was the wrong answer.” (l. 61), 
“Will couldn’t make himself say the answer Sam wanted to hear.” (l. 63) 

 

accusation of lying and denial of the request 
Sam’s repeated use of the word ‘lie’ and his suggestive questions in his reproaches 
and accusations show how Sam twists Will’s words: e.g. “Then you lied, boy. You 
lied to me because you’re in the Army Reserve. That right?” (l. 66), “When you 
said you wasn’t in an organization, that was a lie. Now, wasn’t it, boy?” (l. 70), 
“Now, wasn’t it a lie?” (l. 73, l. 82, l. 85) 

 

Sam’s use of negations as well as parallel and paratactic sentence structure in his 
judgmental statement underline his power and his degradation of Will to a liar: 
“That’s it boy. You can’t register. You don’t qualify. Liars don’t qualify.” (l. 89) 

 

... 
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“Don’t Believe the Lie that Voting is All You Can Do” 
Stop minimizing the work of movements 

by Daniel Hunter 

 
Part of the crowd at the historic 1963 March on Washington. […] (Leonard Freed/ Magnum Photos) 

The Black Lives Matter movement has had significant wins  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 



MBWFK Schriftliche Abiturprüfung 
Schleswig-Holstein   2023 

Kernfach Englisch 
Thema: African Americans: Free at last? Equal at last? 

 

E2023_H2_S   Seite 3 von 4 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                       
1 L.G.B.T. rights – rights affecting lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people 
2 GQ – (abbr.) Gentlemen’s Quarterly, US magazine focusing on men’s fashion and style 
3 flagrantly racist president – reference to Donald Trump, US president at the time of 

publication  
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t or only thing I can do to change this country. 

www.nytimes.com/2020/08/04/opinion/voting-2020-election-blm-movement.html; 
980 words 

                                       
4 Time – US quality news magazine and website 
5 the election in November – reference to the 2020 US presidential election 
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Municipalities have removed statues of racists corporations […], schools have cut 
ties with police forces and cities have reduced police funding.” (ll. 1-4) 
adverbs and quotations with superlatives to criticise the overevaluation of voting 
by influential people: “too often, politicians, celebrities and community leaders 
[…] are quick to follow up by asserting, like Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms of 
Atlanta, that voting ‘would be the most effective response, the deepest payback’ 
for George Floyd’s death – or that there is ‘no greater form of protest’ than 
voting, as Lisa Deeley […] put it.” (ll. 5-9), “far too many times” (l. 11) 

 

first-person pronoun and emotive language to highlight his expertise and to ex-
press his opinion in a judgmental way: “I’ve led movements for most of my adult 
life and have heard similar misguided refrains far too many times. The truth is 
voting is an honorable act that many movements use as a tactic. But the popular 
message that it’s the only real source of power misleads the public” (ll. 10-13) 

 

enumeration of specific historical achievements as well as use of conditional to 
prove the impact of social movements: “Movements led to the abolition of 
slavery, brought Jim Crow to its knees and won child labor laws, the minimum 
wage, the Clean Water Act and more. African Americans and women wouldn’t 
even have the right to vote if it weren’t for people taking action.” (ll. 18-20) 

 

war imagery to show that voting is part of the process of social change but not 
its fundamental cause: “Those victories weren’t just the results of elections. […] 
Where voting changes the players on the battlefield, social movements alter the 
very terrain on which the battle is being fought.” (ll. 21-23) 

 

social movements are complex, do not end with voting and are measured by 
their ability to change public perception 
examples of protests to illustrate that social movements do not evolve from a 
single incident: “A common misconception about movements – like the mythic 
story that Rosa Parks’ refusal to move to the back of the bus spontaneously 
sparked the civil rights movement – is that they ‘just happen.’” (ll. 33-35); “Yes, 
George Floyd’s brutal murder […] motivated people to take to the streets […]. 
But social movements never emerge just because conditions are bad.” (ll. 36-38) 

 

enumerations to characterise social movements as strategic and goal-directed 
accepting time-delayed achievements: “in the intervening years, organizers had 
worked to seed local groups, build national networks, hone responses to the 
pronuclear lobby and develop alternative policy platforms.” (ll. 43-45), “It grew 
into a network of dozens of local Black Lives Matter chapters across the United 
States and Canada […] leading to radical, ground-shaking demands” (ll. 47-50) 

 

use of questions as examples to show the complexity of the challenges social 
movements tackle: “Does society really need armed police answering mental 
health crises? […] What are practical alternatives to police systems?” (ll. 58-60) 

 

metaphor and imagery to show it needs more than voting to bring about change: 
“It’s tempting to think that reform will rain down if we elect the right leaders. Yet 
most of us know through experience that voting is no magic bullet.” (ll. 71-72) 

 

... 
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Next (excerpt) 

by Michael Crichton 

Josh Winkler and his assistant Tom Weller, both genetic researchers at BioGen, test a 
drug supposed to accelerate maturational behaviour in rats. When Josh takes it home 
and does not pay attention, his brother Adam takes the drug which cures him of his 
drug addiction within a few days. 

[…] Josh Winkler hurried into the animal facility to see what  
  

  

 
  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
  

  

 
 

  

                                       
1 pituitary adenoma – benign tumor 



MBWFK Schriftliche Abiturprüfung 
Schleswig-Holstein   2023 

Kernfach Englisch 
Thema: Science (Fiction) & Technology: Blessing or Curse? 

 

E2023_H3_S   Seite 3 von 4 

  

 
  

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

 
 

  

 
  

  

  

 
 
 

  

  

  

  

                                       
2 Rick – founder of BioGen, i.e. Josh and Tom’s boss 
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"We need to find out," Josh said. […] 

Michael Crichton, Next, New York 2006, pp. 268-271; 732 words 
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Tom’s use of numbers, names and time references reveal the facts and leave no 
doubt: “Nine.” (l. 3), “They were fed at six” (l. 6), “‘A-7,’ Tom said. ‘The maturity 
gene study.’” (l. 9), “Thirty-eight weeks and four days.” (l. 12) 

 

Tom’s conclusion and the narrator’s account of Josh’s calculations reveal the 
enormous speed of the aging process: “‘They were fed at six; no notion of 
problems then.’” (ll. 6-7), “The average life span of a lab rat was 160 weeks – a 
little over three years. These rats had died in a quarter of that time.” (ll. 14-15) 

 

Josh’s exclamations and the narrative description of his need to control his 
emotions show his growing fear for his brother: “Jesus. Josh tried to remain 
calm.” (ll. 10-11), “Oh God.” (l. 13), “He took a deep breath.” (l. 15)  

 

Tom’s enumeration of the rats’ health problems foreshadows consequences for 
Adam: “Ragged coats, inactive, excessive sleeping, trouble standing on their hind 
legs, muscle wasting, hind leg paralysis in four of them.” (ll. 21-22) 

 

Josh’s facial expression and use of an intensifier show his realisation of the 
fatality of the drug: “Josh stared. ‘They’re old,’ he said. ‘They’re all old.’” (l. 23) 

 

Tom’s use of negatively connoted nouns and conditional tense foreshadow what 
is likely to happen to Adam: “Maybe this gene won’t be the wonder product Rick 
is counting on after all. Not if it causes early death. It’d be a disaster.” (ll. 28-29) 

 

presentation of the conversation at lunch 
narrative description of Josh’s way of speaking and secretly observing as well as 
his use of seemingly innocent elliptic questions and statements show his fear: 
“Just wondered,’ Josh said, as casually as he could. He tried not to stare at his 
older brother.” (ll. 33-34), “No, uh, drugs?” (l. 40), “Doesn’t taste good?” (l. 43) 

 

Adam’s enumeration of his health issues in a rather matter-of-fact way 
intensifies the emotional impact on Josh: “I’m a little tired sometimes. And my 
skin is dry. I’m getting a few wrinkles. But I feel okay.” (ll. 31-32).  

 

use of adjectives, adverbs and quantifiers to contrast their different perception of 
Adam’s visible aging process: “little tired” (l. 31), “few wrinkles” (l. 31) vs. 
“changed dramatically” (l. 34), “full head of salt-and-pepper hair” (l. 35), 
“noticeably wrinkled” (l. 36), “deeply creased” (l. 37), “much older” (l. 37) 

 

description of Josh’s thoughts and inner exclamations, a repetition to his former 
exclamation in the laboratory, to show his fear Adam might die at a young age: 
“Adam was thirty-two. Jesus.” (ll. 38-39) 

 

Adam’s use of imperatives and questions as well as his change of register and 
tone to show his own fear: “Why? […] Do you know something?” (l. 56), “You 
just suddenly wanted to have lunch, urgently, today? Couldn’t wait?” (l. 58), 
“‘Cut the crap, Josh,’ he said. ‘You were always a shitty liar.’” (l. 60) 

 

Josh’s evasive answers show he still does not manage to tell Adam the whole 
truth: “I think we should do some tests.” (l. 61), “We need to find out” (l. 67) 

 

... 
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“We Must Overcome the Fear of Genetic Engineering in Our Food” 

by Camilla Cavendish 

I recently had my Covid jab at London’s Science Museum,  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 

                                       
1 Brexit – withdrawal of the UK from the EU on 31 January 2020 
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 version of the 
Cavendish banana than never eat one again. 

Camilla Cavendish, “We Must Overcome the Fear of Genetic Engineering in Our Food”, 
in: Financial Times, 18 June 2021; 794 words 

                                       
2 Royal Society – the UK’s national academy of science advising the government 
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“Today, the scientists I speak to seem to inhabit a different world to the days of 
‘atomic gardening’, when zealots irradiated plants to induce mutations, and there 
were fears about ‘killer tomatoes’ crossed with fish.” (ll. 59-61) 
use of personal pronoun ‘I’ and adverbs to indirectly appeal to readers to change 
their attitudes and follow her lead: “But personally, I would rather eat a slightly 
altered version of the Cavendish banana than never eat one again.” (ll. 62-63) 

 

necessity to overcome fears  
positively connoted words expressing speed and progression in contrast to nega-
tively connoted words and a neologism to show that society is hindering progress 
in farming: “vaccines demonstrate just how fast our ability to sequence and 
interrogate the genome is transforming medicine. New gene-editing techniques 
could also transform farming, and play a vital role in combating climate change, 
but they are still widely shunned as creating ‘Frankenfoods’” (ll. 6-9) 

 

use of example and the word field ‘danger’ to show that we need to act fast if we 
do not want to lose common food varieties: “is now on the verge of being wiped 
out” (l. 17), “a fungus which has already killed off the only other banana” (l. 18), 
“the situation is desperate: Colombia declared a national state of emergency” (ll. 
20-21), “With pesticides unable to combat the fungus, it seems that the only way 
to save the Cavendish banana is to alter its genome.” (ll. 23-24) 

 

use of adjectives indicating size, comparatives and adverbs to highlight the pos-
sibility of tackling global challenges: “With climate change the next big threat, 
the huge carbon footprint of farming must be addressed. Genetic engineering 
offers the possibility […] of making crops more resilient. It will allow us to 
engineer rice to produce less methane and ultimately grow meat in the 
laboratory, which would drastically reduce the number of intensively farmed 
animals.” (ll. 40-44)  

 

necessity to adjust regulations 
use of adjectives to judge current regulations under EU law and the changes in 
the UK: “For the EU to have treated both methods with equal stringency […] 
seems unfair.” (ll. 35-36), “This seems sensible.” (l. 58) 

 

rhetorical question and reference to experts to start and end her line of 
argumentation to show that regulations need to be loosened: “But should they 
go even further?” (ll. 38-39), “The Royal Society has urged the UK government 
to regulate all new plant and animal varieties according to the safety and 
characteristics of the new products created” (ll. 55-57) 

 

use of adjectives, list of questions and an example from the past to illustrate that 
regulations are necessary to prevent risks and misuse: “Regulation is vital, for 
there are many legitimate worries. Can local wild plants or crops become cross-
contaminated? Could insects be affected? What is safe? GM technology is still 
overshadowed by the attempts in the 1990s of some American companies to 
create monopolies, binding poor farmers permanently to their seeds.” (ll. 51-54) 
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